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Curriculum Reform for Iraqi Refugees
 Jordan 

Name:  Rowan Salim
Position: (Formerly) Content and Teacher Development Coordinator
Organization: Relief International
Location of program or policy implementation described in the case study: Jordan
Background 

Please include:

· Brief overview of the context in which you are/were working, highlighting key teaching and learning issues and experiences (two paragraphs maximum)
· Briefly describe how your program or policy addresses/addressed one or more of the Minimum Standards on Teaching and Learning: Curricula; Training; Instruction; Assessment (two paragraphs maximum)
· Background information about the education programme and/or policy described in the case study (two paragraphs maximum)
Between 2007 and 2009 Relief International provided informal education for Iraqi ‘refugees/asylum seekers’ in informal education community centers. The teachers were volunteers who received a stipend and were mainly Iraqi refugees who were not allowed to work in Jordan. Some teachers were also Jordanian or Palestinian volunteers.

Most of the Iraqi students who attended the centers had missed several years of schooling and took part in accelerated learning programs. The curriculum which was initially used was the Jordanian formal education curriculum.  In consultation with volunteer teachers and parents, RI identified several drawbacks to using the Jordanian curriculum. These included*:

· The Jordanian curriculum differed to some extent from the Iraqi curriculum. This was especially the case in mathematics where topics were covered in a different order and to different degrees of detail. In some cases the approach to problem solving also differed.  This made it difficult for Iraqi teachers to teach it.
· The Arabic curriculum focused predominantly on Jordanian and Palestinian 
literature and history.  Some parents felt strongly that they wanted their children to learn about Iraqi poets, authors and history.
· Lessons were presented in a ‘traditional’ manner, encouraging rote learning and with little guidance for alternative, active learning activities.

RI applied for and received funding to conduct a curriculum review and to develop informal education manuals to enrich the Jordanian curriculum.  The focus was on addressing the issues above.  While the lead consultant for the review and the development of the new manuals was Jordanian, experienced volunteer teachers from each subject were consulted and were able to recommend lessons, topics and techniques as well as to review drafts. Draft manuals were tested at the centers and feedback was obtained from students which further fed into the final material.
* For some time it was also unclear whether it was legal to use the Jordanian curriculum in informal education centers. It was thought that the authorities could close the centers if found out.  It took several months to ascertain what Jordan’s policy on the use of the material was.

The policy was that the curricula could be used but could not be photocopied. This however caused a problem as it meant that original copies had to be bought for every student. Yet, in order to buy large numbers of books, one had to be registered as a formal school.
•  What are some of the challenges you face in providing quality education and how have you overcome those challenges?

The fact that Jordan’s policy on using their manuals was unclear made it very difficult for agencies to proceed in making a decision regarding what manuals to use.  The education coordination body should ensure that such information is known and shared with stakeholders at the earliest possible.
Given that it was unknown how many Iraqis would remain in Jordan, how many would return to Iraq and how many would emigrate to third countries, it was also difficult making the decision regarding which country’s curriculum to focus on. Hence the decision was made to stick to the Jordanian curriculum but to enrich it with material relevant to the Iraqi population.
•  Please share any lessons learnt / outcomes / good practices resulting from this experience.

· Manual development and curriculum enrichment can be a lengthy process. Determine what’s needed and start the process as early on as possible
· Engage teachers, parents and students in identifying gaps in existing teaching materials.

· (Volunteer) teachers and parents from the refugee community can have a wealth of knowledge and experience and are a valuable and resource. Try to map that capacity as early as possible in order to draw from it when needed.  This strengthens the response as well as supports those individuals involved in the process of recovery through being involved in the response.

· The teaching style adopted by teachers is likely to reflect the teaching material provided. If modern teaching techniques are going to be introduced, ensure that teacher training in new techniques is accompanied by suitable teaching materials. 
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