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Revising a Curriculum Framework
 Kosovo 

Name:  Dakmara Georgescu
Position: Programme specialist, Coordinator of Technical Assistance for Curriculum Development
Organization: UNESCO International Bureau of Education (UNESCO IBE)
Location of program or policy implementation described in the case study: Kosovo
Background 

In 2008, Kosovo entered a new phase of implementing a ten year education strategy (“Strategy for Development of Pre-University Education in Kosovo 2007-2017”). In compliance with the aforementioned Kosovo Education Strategy, the revision and finalisation of the 2001 Curriculum Framework for pre-university education was deemed as a priority for 2008/2009. Consequently, as in 2000 and 2001 (immediately after the 1999 war), UNICEF Kosovo and UNESCO IBE coordinated in providing technical assistance to the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MEST), and its newly created curriculum structures: the Kosovo Curriculum Council and the Technical Team in charge with revising the 2001 Curriculum Framework. Since August 2009 two revised versions of the Curriculum Framework were developed based on the involvement in the process of education stakeholders and partners. A public discussion with education stakeholders, beneficiaries and the broader public took place in the spring 2010, following which the Curriculum Framework will be finalised and made official, as support and guidance for the quality implementation of the new education and curriculum vision through aligned syllabuses, classroom practices and assessment strategies.

What are some of the challenges you face in providing quality education and how have you overcome those challenges?

The revised Curriculum Framework clearly promotes a competency-based approach while drawing attention to the complex implications of the new Framework for all education areas and domains, as well as to the means of successfully implementing such a new and challenging curriculum. Six key-competencies were identified around which the curriculum is constructed throughout all education stages and grades: communication and expression (“effective communicator”); thinking competencies (“creative thinker”); learning competencies (“successful learner”); life-, work-, and environment-related competencies (“productive contributor”); personal competencies (healthy individual”); civic competencies (“responsible citizen”). Opportunities are also provided for enriching the core curriculum with school-based curricula in compliance with local contexts, resources and needs. While  responding to the need of providing relevant knowledge and developing higher order-intellectual skills required by the knowledge society and economy, the Curriculum Framework equally privileges the development of attitudes and skills from the perspective of Learning to Live Together (LTLT) and sustainable development. 

Please share any lessons learnt / outcomes / good practices resulting from this experience.

The strong ownership of the process by MEST and Kosovar stakeholders (some of whom were linked to the curriculum process since 2000), as well as the strong international support by UNICEF, UNESCO IBE, European Commission, World Bank and other partners are important prerequisites for the successful finalisation of the Curriculum Framework in 2010 and its gradual implementation starting with the school year 2010/2011. 







Please send completed template to teachinglearning@ineesite.org

