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Mind the Gap: what it covers

● Summarizes recent progress made in 
improving education and training for girls 
and women affected by conflict and crisis, 
including refugees and internally displaced 
persons

● Draws lessons from case studies, research, 
legal and policy reviews

● Looks at latest available global data:  
mostly this comes from 2018/19 so mainly 
presents the situation before the COVID-19 
pandemic...

● ...but a review of national education policy 
responses to the COVID-19 crisis indicates 
that limited attention has been given to 
girls’ education needs. 



Education, protection and gender

● Girls’ education and protection reinforce each other, 
leading to positive outcomes for the whole of 
society. They grow up to become productive and 
informed citizens who protect the rights of others.

● But when emergencies block girls’ access to 
education, it leads to a downward spiral of lost 
protection and permanent school dropout, making 
girls and their societies less resilient to future crises. 
They become vulnerable to violence and harmful 
practices and are prevented from exercising their 
rights as empowered, informed women.



It is safer for a girl to be in school than out, BUT...

● Many data sources indicate a high prevalence of SRGBV in crisis affected countries: 
○ it is estimated that 5 million women in the DRC, 3 million women in Kenya, and 3 

million women in Nigeria are survivors of teacher perpetrated rape 
○ A study in Mozambique found that 70% of girls surveyed reported knowing that 

some teachers made having sexual intercourse with them a condition for 
promotion to the next grade

○ Evidence in the Central African Republic and Liberia of high rates of sex for grades

● Schools, female students and teachers can be targets of attack:
○ GCPEA recorded more than 11,000 attacks on education 93 countries over 5 years  

between 2015 and 2019
○ In most countries there were cases of girls and women explicitly targeted because 

of their gender

…  the data are not yet reliable or comparable enough to monitor progress



44 Crisis-Affected Countries



Girls’ way off target, but complex landscape





Aid for girls’ education



In recent decades there has been great progress...

● The gender gap in access to education in crisis contexts  is closing, 

● Legal barriers to girls’ access to education are being dismantled. 
○ lifting the restrictions on Rohingya refugees’ access to formal education in 

Bangladesh 
○ Lifting of bans on pregnant girls and young mothers continuing their 

education in Burundi, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe

● Increasing proportion of humanitarian aid to education, and an increasing 
proportion of overall education aid to crisis-affected countries focuses on 
gender equality and women’s empowerment.

● Multilateral agencies funding education in crisis-affected countries have 
developed  gender strategies,  action plans, and incorporation of gender into 
results frameworks
  

● Improvements in sex and age dissagregated data reporting for crisis affected 
populations



… but gaps remain
Provision Gaps

● Large gender gaps remain in access to education among the poorest, the 
forcibly displaced and people with disabilities

● Protection gaps: too many situations where girls are not safe in school

Funding Gaps

● Humanitarian aid to education remains too little, and too unpredictable
● Not enough dedicated funding to girls’ education in crises
● Aid transparency gap: not possible to track how much aid goes to 

education for girls in contexts of crisis

Data gaps 

● Gaps on data relating to intersecting vulnerabilities 
● Gaps in data on gender based violence in schools.
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Recommendations from Closing the Gap

Programming

● All programs should include gender-responsive strategies to ensure that girls’ rights are protected and that girls have 
access to learning opportunities before, during, and after a crisis. 

● The international community, civil society and governments should work together to provide innovative alternative 
education that gives girls and women access to certificated learning, with pathways to continue in formal education 
and training in the future. 

● Back-to-school plans and programs should provide additional support to the most marginalized girls, including those 
who have missed out on learning and girls who are married, pregnant, or parenting. 

Policy and Planning

● International and national stakeholders should give priority to reviewing and monitoring legal and policy protection 
that addresses the structural barriers and gender norms that prevent girls from accessing and completing education. 

● Refugee education policies and plans should include explicit strategies to ensure that more girls and women are able 
to access education and training. 

● Legal frameworks preventing violence within schools need to be strengthened, and safeguarding systems put in 
place to support the reporting, removal, and conviction of the perpetrators of school-related gender-based violence.



Recommendations from Closing the Gap
Funding

● Dedicated funding should be made available to support the education of girls in contexts where girls remain 
significantly behind boys in access to education, such as refugee girls, internally displaced girls, those with disabilities, 
and girls from the poorest households. 

● The gender marker for humanitarian funding to education should become mandatory and data should be included in 
the UN OCHA Financial Tracking Service. 

● The OECD Creditor Reporting System should be revised with a view to bridging the information gap on how much 
development aid goes to crisis-affected populations within countries. This could include consideration of whether use 
of the voluntary code for Education in Emergencies funding introduced in 2018 should become mandatory.

Data Collection, Monitoring and Analysis

● Development partners should support governments to ensure that national learning assessments include 
crisis-affected populations, and disaggregate by sex, age, displacement status, location, and other markers of 
exclusion. 

● Education programs targeting crisis-affected populations should collect and publish data on learning outcomes for 
girls and boys, disaggregated by sex. 

● The international community should continue to support and invest in the development of coordinated monitoring of 
school-related gender-based violence. 
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*NEW* INEE Gender Resources

● Report: Mind the Gap: The State of Girls’ Education in Crisis and Conflict

● Policy Paper: Closing the Gap: Advancing Girls’ Education in Crisis and Conflict

● Podcast: Educate Us! Women and Girls on Learning in Humanitarian Crises

● Blog series: Committing to Change: Girls’ EiE from Charlevoix to COVID-19

For regular updates on INEE gender activities subscribe to our Gender Newsletter!

https://inee.org/resources/mind-gap-state-girls-education-crisis-and-conflict
https://inee.org/resources/closing-gap-advancing-girls-education-crisis-and-conflict
https://inee.org/gender/educate-us-podcast
https://inee.org/blog/blog-series-committing-change-girls-eie-charlevoix-covid-19


inee.org

http://www.inee.org

