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Where does education fit?

PREVENTION
DISENGAGEMENT

[IMPROVED] STATE-RESPONSES

AMPLIFYING NEW NARRATIVES

Education for Peacebuilding



What does that mean?

1.Access

2.Protection

3.Youth Engagement



Access

Assessing vulnerability

1. Looking at access in terms of 
beneficiaries AND threats

 Countering ideology 
and narratives 
authentically

 The 5 degree shift

2. Realizing the true impact of 
marginalization

What makes joining extremist groups so attractive? How do we make 
the school environment more attractive? 

Photo: https://www.irishaid.ie/what-we-do/our-priority-areas
/education/access-to-education/



Protection

1. Meeting the real needs

 Symptoms vs. Root Causes

2. Building on conflict-sensitivity 
framework

 Safer Learning Environments

 Resiliency

 Social Cohesion

3. Strengthening positive support 
networks across the 80/20 divide

4. Changing approach and 
integration of religious schools

 Where do we have access?

Resiliency and Social Cohesion are our best protection against violent extremism

Photo: ArabNews http://kismaayodaily.com/?p=5099



Youth 
Engagement If Youth can be such a 

powerful force that 
can destroy a nation, 

why do people 
overlook our 

resources when we 
are working for 

peace?
Rwandan Youth Movement 

Leader

1. Reframing how we 
approach children 
and youth

2. Being truly inclusive

3. Building our 
understanding on 
why

4. Amplifying a new 
narrative



Guiding Principles
https://www.sfcg.org/guidingprinciples/



If the goal is Prevention…

1. Grievances are addressed through non-violent 
channels

2. Marginalized groups participate
3. Young people vulnerable to extremists narratives 

are engaged both in and outside of school
4. New relationships are built across dividing lines
5. Stereotypes & myths are broken down 

constructively

What do we measure? 



Assumptions

WHY IS 
IT GOING 

TO 
WORK? 


