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BACKGROUND

According to data published by INEE and UNESCO UIS in 2020, 127 million 
primary and secondary school-age children and young people living in crisis-af-
fected countries were out of school in 2019. This is equivalent to almost half of 
the global out-of-school population, even though only around 29% of children 
and young people in this age group globally live in crisis-affected countries. 
The COVID-19 pandemic plunged the global community into a further state of 
education emergency. At the height of the pandemic in 2020, UNICEF estimat-
ed that 90% of the world’s student population was affected by school closures. 
The overwhelming benefits of education to individuals, families, and societies 
in crisis-affected contexts has gained global recognition, yet the needs have 
grown and become more critical. The intensification of violence in armed con-
flicts, expanding displacement, and increasing disasters, all place pressure on 
the international humanitarian community. 

Between 2000 to 2020 only 2.4 percent of humanitarian aid disbursed to all 
countries went towards education (INEE, 2020). Furthermore, education funding 
continues to disproportionately favor certain contexts. This strikingly low share 
of international humanitarian funding allocated to education is not sufficient to 
support the unprecedented need of children in crisis-affected contexts. 

Meanwhile, there is a lack of evidence as to what works, why, and how to pro-
mote children’s learning in these challenging contexts. Education in Emergencies 
(EiE) lags behind other sectors in evidence production. Evidence-based pro-
gramming and planning is vital in EiE precisely because funding is limited. 
Practitioners and donors alike must ensure that the little funding available 
supports interventions that are grounded in evidence. 

In response to this, Dubai Cares, a United Arab Emirates-based global philan-
thropic organization, committed at least 10% of all its funding for education 
in emergencies to research at the 2016 World Humanitarian Summit. The 
Evidence for Education in Emergencies (E-Cubed) research envelope is a $10 
million USD fund that was developed by Dubai Cares in collaboration with 
INEE. Through annual calls for proposals over the course of five years, E-Cubed 
aims to strengthen the evidence base for education in emergencies by generat-
ing and disseminating contextually relevant and usable research that contrib-
utes to knowledge and practice in order to support education during crises and 
large-scale disruptions.

Please find more information on the E-Cubed Research Fund, here. The follow-
ing provides analytics on proposals received between 2017-2020.

https://inee.org/evidence/e-cubed
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GENERAL ANALYTICS

TABLE 1. E-CUBED PROPOSALS BY YEAR

2017 2018 2019 2020
Total proposals 86 69 63 173
Proposals in English 75 69 52 161
English proposals in E-Cubed criteria 50 62 43 139

In 2020, the E-Cubed Research Fund received a total of 173 proposals. 
These included 161 proposals in English, 5 in French, 5 in Spanish, 2 in 
Arabic, and 0 in Portuguese.

TOTAL PROPOSALS RECEIVED IN 2020 BY LANGUAGE (N=173)

  English (93%)       French (3%)       Spanish (3%) 

       Arabic (1%)       Portuguese (0%)
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RESEARCH THEMES

The E-Cubed fund is structured to ensure that evidence gaps and needs are 
identified by the sector. Each year, the proposals reflect a range of research 
themes. The following charts note the top 3-4 themes by year.

TOP RESEARCH THEMES 2017 (75 TOTAL)

TOP RESEARCH THEMES 2018 (69 TOTAL)

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f T
ot

al
 

Pr
op

os
al

s

60

50

40

30

20

10

0 Teacher Capacity 
Development 
and Training

Gender Education and 
Fragility

Adolescents and 
Youth

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f T
ot

al
 

Pr
op

os
al

s

60

50

40

30

20

10

0 Psychosocial Support 
(PSS) and Social & 

Emotional Learning (SEL)

Gender Adolescents and Youth



6

TOP RESEARCH THEMES 2019 (63 TOTAL)

TOP RESEARCH THEMES 2020 (173 TOTAL)

Considering the scope of EiE data, research themes are not exclusive catego-
ries. With the on-going global health pandemic in mind, the top three research 
themes for 2020 are inherently connected. Adolescents and Youth was a top 
research theme every year until 2020.
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RESEARCH CONTEXTS

Over the four years covered in this report, Nigeria and Kenya have repeated-
ly emerged as top research contexts. In addition to Kenya, Pakistan and India 
have emerged as new top contexts of study in 2020 which is particularly inter-
esting in light of the COVID-19 education crisis as these two countries are not 
considered traditional EiE contexts. Additionally, proposals focused on multiple 
contexts have increased from 18 in 2017 to 39 in 2020. Global studies, howev-
er, have slightly declined from 9 in 2017 to 6 in 2020.

TOP RESEARCH CONTEXTS 2017-2020

  2020       2019       2018       2017
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ORGANIZATION TYPE

While NGOs made up the largest percentage of organizations applying in 2017 
and 2019, nonprofits were the largest percent in 2018 and 2020. While NGOs 
and nonprofit organizations are similar in purpose, nonprofit organizations tend 
to be smaller in scope than NGOs. Ultimately, organizations self-identify and 
self-report. Applications from academic institutions are also consistently high. 
Interestingly, the percentage of joint applications or proposals submitted in part-
nership has steadily grown from 4% in 2017 to 22% in 2020. 

TABLE 2: PERCENT OF APPLICATIONS BY  
ORGANIZATION TYPE, 2017- 2020

TYPE OF ORGANIZATION 2017 2018 2019 2020
Nonprofit Organization 23.0% 27.0% 23.0% 24.0%
Joint Application 4.0% 17.0% 16.0% 22.0%
Academic Institution 25.0% 18.0% 13.0% 21.0%
NGO 35.0% 23.0% 27.0% 14.0%
Research Institution 1.0% 6.0% 11.0% 8.0%
Private Company 3.0% 5.0% 3.0% 7.0%
UN Agency 3.0% 1.0% 5.0% 3.0%
Other 3.0% 2.0% 2.0% 1.0%
Government Agency 3.0% 1.0% 0.0% 0.0%
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PROPOSAL OFFICE LOCATION

Over the years, we have also analyzed where proposals originated from in 
relation to the contexts on which they focus. Proposals are categorized based 
on who is leading the research proposal into three categories: international 
(remote), country-based, and combination. 

Since 2017, INEE and Dubai Cares have increasingly prioritized proposals put 
forward by country-based researchers and institutions from within crisis-affect-
ed contexts or local actors in partnership with global organizations. 

As visualized below, the percentage of “international” applications has decreased 
from 2017 to 2020 from 52% to 12% while the percentage of “country-based” ap-
plications has increased, originally from 47% dipping to 33% and back to 50% in 
2020. The percentage of combination proposals has also increased over the years. 

PROPOSAL OFFICE LOCATIONS BY PERCENT OF ANNUAL TOTAL 
APPLICATIONS 2017-2020

  Country-based       International (remote)       Combination

*Country-based refers to a proposing organization local to the research context country(ies). 
*International (remote) refers to a proposing organization that is international and remote to the research context. 
*Combination refers to a proposal that includes applicants leading from both within the research context country(ies) and 
remote to the research context country(ies). 
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E-CUBED FUNDED PROJECTS
RESEARCH THEMES 

Current projects funded by the E-Cubed Research Portfolio span a range of re-
search themes. Dubai Cares intentionally does not designate specific thematic pri-
orities for the E-Cubed Envelope, but rather is always looking to see where research 
gaps emerge as identified by key stakeholders across the EiE sector - in particular 
by practitioners, academics, and institutions within crisis-affected contexts. 

Recurring themes across a number of funded projects include: Gender, 
Adolescents & Youth, Learning Outcomes, Social Cohesion & Education, PSS/
SEL, and Teacher Capacity Development & Training. Some projects focus 
specifically on: Certification, Inclusive Education, Technology & Innovation, 
Disaster Risk Reduction, Higher Education, Early Childhood Education, INEE 
Minimum Standards, Policy & Practice, School Infrastructure & Safe Spaces, 
Peacebuilding, Out of School Youth, and Agency. 

In 2020, in light of the COVID-19 education crisis, Dubai Cares called for pro-
posals that contribute to the evidence base for education during crises and 
large-scale disruptions. 75% of proposals included a focus on COVID-19. 

TIMEFRAME

E-Cubed Projects span between 14 months up to 5 years, with the majority of 
projects lasting 2 years.
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RESEARCH CONTEXTS

Research contexts for funded projects span scope and geographic location. A few 
projects have a global or regional scope while the remainder focus on 13 single 
country contexts in Sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, Asia, and the Middle East. 

ORGANIZATION TYPE

TABLE 3: NUMBER OF E-CUBED FUNDED PROJECTS BY ORGANIZATION TYPE

TYPE OF ORGANIZATION 2017 2018 2019 2020
Nonprofit Organization - - 1 -
Joint Application 3 2 1 2
Academic Institution 1 2 2 -

Table 3 highlights that most funded projects are joint partnerships (57%), either 
between academic institutions and NGOs or between international and local 
institutions, or from a sole academic institution (36%).
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PROJECT LOCATION

While a majority of funded projects are being conducted by institutions remote 
to the research context, many projects emphasize intentional close collaboration 
with a myriad of local actors such as researchers or refugee youth throughout the 
research process. Funded projects from 2020 include partnerships across both 
external and local institutions, signaling a shift in proposals received and funded 
that emphasize meaningful partnerships with local institutions by actors external 
to the research context. E-Cubed remains committed to supporting research that 
is led by and inclusive of local voices, a core characteristic of E-Cubed criteria.

E-CUBED FUNDED PROJECT LOCATIONS, 2017-2020

PROJECT BUDGETS

In consideration of applications, E-Cubed sets a minimum grant per proposal of 
approximately $100,000 (USD) and a maximum of $1,000,000 (USD), howev-
er budget proposals are considered on a case by case basis. The total annual 
budget for the envelope is approximately $2,000,000 (USD). Across the four 
years, the minimum funded project budget is $149,526 (USD) and the maxi-
mum project budget is $940,000 (USD). The median project budget across the 
Research Envelope is $499,832 (USD).

Local South

7.1%

International North

50.0%

Combination

42.9%



RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Funded projects use a variety of research methods, including quantitative, 
qualitative, and mixed methods approaches. A majority of funded projects use 
mixed methods approaches to develop robust contextually-relevant evidence 
for a variety of EiE stakeholders and purposes. While some projects specifically 
use participatory approaches to prioritize the perspective and voices of affected 
populations, many projects include a capacity building component to ensure the 
leadership and meaningful participation of affected populations throughout the 
entirety of the research cycle.

As E-Cubed enters its fifth year, INEE and Dubai Cares will continue to monitor 
and report on these analytics in an effort to remain transparent and to share 
emerging research priorities as identified by the sector. If you have questions 
please reach out to Sonja Anderson at sonja.anderson@inee.org. 

mailto:sonja.anderson%40inee.org?subject=



