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Background 
The role that education plays in conflict-affected and fragile contexts, including 
in state and peace building processes, is well documented. For example, a country 

which has ten percentage points more of its youth in schools cuts risk of conflict by 

four percentage points.1 Similarly, there is a substantial body of evidence on the 

health sector’s role in conflict-affected and fragile contexts. For example, by 
contributing to a stable demographic pattern and strong labour force ready to 
participate in the economic recovery of the state, the health sector can contribute 
to long-term peace building processes.2 Moreover, there has been a dramatic rise 
in health aid in the past 20 years, which has been far greater than the rise of aid 
to other sectors generally, and the education sector specifically.3 
 
Yet, beyond the experiences of two distinct sectors, how can the education and 
health sectors collaboratively address the challenges posed by conflict-affected 
and fragile contexts in the post-2015 world? How can they work together to 
strengthen state- and peace building processes in these contexts? And how can 
they collaborate to effectively influence donors to prioritise funding to both 
sectors individually, as well as combined health and education projects and 
programmes, in conflict-affected and fragile contexts? 
 
Objective 
The objective of this roundtable discussion is to identify the gaps in current 
collaboration, and the possible types of collaboration between the health and 
education sectors around state and peace building in conflict-affected and fragile 
contexts in the post-2015 world. 
 
It is expected that by the end of the roundtable discussion, a document will be 
produced which will serve to identify possible collaborative efforts (e.g. joint 
research, plans for developing new ways of joint working), and which may also 
be used as a background document to inform policy discussions on the post-
2015 agenda. 
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Roundtable discussion 
It is expected that the roundtable discussion will be attended by 25-40 experts 
and practitioners from both the health and education sectors. There may be a 
few short presentations, followed by discussions and work in breakout groups. 
 
The roundtable discussion may be webcast. 
 


