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CREATIVE

20 Weeks of Parent Tips to Support Distance Learning

A guide for teachers to use during times of school closures to support
parents in guiding their children’s learning and wellbeing
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Introduction

Creative Associates International (Creative) suggests implementing the following activities in support of
home-based Early Grade Reading (EGR) schooling particularly during times when schools are closed:

1. Support home-based EGR learning through different modalities:

a. Use phone-based teacher learning circles to support to students and parents

b. Provide EGR radio instruction which follow the monthly lesson plans

c. Provide digital content, material and learning tips aligned with the monthly lesson plans

d. Supplemental learning support through educational games, audio books, supplementary
reading materials, and worksheets for various lessons and skills

e. Messaging services to teachers and shuras through SMS and IVR with essential messages
and information about home-based EGR

2. Distribute materials as home-based EGR learning requires that students have access to the student
book and student workbook and teachers have access to the teacher guide
3. The tips for parents should be:

e Short and to the point so that they can easily be shared by SMS

® Practical and implementable for parents in urban, rural and remote areas

e In accessible language so that they are understandable by parents regardless of educational
background

e Support parents’ own wellbeing by addressing such common experiences as stress, task-shifting
and self-care

e Expressed in different ways depending on the modality used. For example, there might be
different/adjusted tips for parents with internet as opposed to parents without as they have
access to different resources.

Weekly Tips

Week 1 - Routines

Home based Learning Tip
Suggestion: Children need to receive Reassurance, Routines, and Regulation (see resources).

SMS: According to Islamic guidance, one of the priorities for parents is to equip their children with
knowledge of reading and writing. Therefore, to encourage your child’s learning at home, create a safe
environment and establish a daily routine that includes study, recreation and meals.

SEL Tip

Suggestion: Ask your child What is your favorite part of the day? Draw a picture of you doing what
makes you happy.

For Social Media: Here is an example of a timetable for children that helps them build a routine. It
includes study, fun and sports. What is your child’s schedule? Share it with us.
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Week 2 — Managing Emotions, Keeping Routines

Home based Learning Tip

Suggestion: There is daily routine, a schedule they follow, not only for their schoolwork, but also for
eating, playing, resting. Allow flexibility in the schedule—it’s okay to adapt based on your day or how
your child is feeling that day.

SMS: If your child is unhappy or angry, it is difficult for him/her to learn and to keep to a schedule. When
your child is distracted by bad feelings, talk to your child about his/her feelings and reassure him/her
that bad/sad feelings are okay. This will help your child’s ability to focus and learn.

SEL Tip

Ask your child to draw a face (smiling, frowning, crying) to show how s/he is feeling. You can also ask a
child to pick colors to describe her/his moods, ask her/him about “happy” and “scared” and “excited”
and for each emotion choose a color. Tell your child Imagine you have balloons of color for each of your
feelings. Imagine holding your happy colors and throwing away your sad colors.

Week 3 — Parent-Teacher Communication

Home based Learning Tip

Suggestion: Parents stay in touch with the child’s school (phone the teacher)

SMS: Teachers are assigned and available to answer your questions and help you to support your
children at home. Parents can communicate with teachers and get directions for the home-based
education of their children.

SMS alternative tip: Teachers miss their students and are happy to be in touch with families. When you
communicate with your child’s teacher, it helps you support your child’s learning.

SEL Tip

Suggestion: Tell your child that you are in touch with his/her teacher about how to study at home and
keep safe. Ask Do you have a message for your teacher? What would you like to say to him/her? You can
draw a picture or write a letter to your teacher.

Week 4 - Physical Learning Environment — Home set-up

Home based Learning Tip
Suggestion: Parents make sure there is a nice and quiet place to do schoolwork.

SMS: Set up a nice place for your child to do schoolwork and that his/her learning materials are nearby.

SEL Tip

Suggestion: Your child’s learning space is important for how s/he feels about learning. Ask your child to
help find the right spot at home to study. Letting him/her participate in his/her learning environment is
important.
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Week 5 — Movement and Physical Activity

Home based Learning Tip

Suggestion: Children need to move around. That’s why schools give students breaks in their time at
school. Physical activity helps their mood which helps them to focus on learning and helps with their
overall physical health.

SEL Tip
Suggestion: Start a routine to have a physical activity with your child for 20-30 minutes a day. It reduces
stress, increases positive energy and makes sure the day is fun for both you and your child.

Week 6 — Self-Management, Being Organized

Home based Learning Tip
Suggestion: Three tips for being organized:

1. Write down the timetable
2. Switch-on the TV or Radio at least 15 minutes before the lessons begin
3. Make up missed lessons by following the weekly timetable

SEL Tip
It’s important to roll model being organized, on time and prepared for learning. When children see that
their parents are involved with their learning, they want to be involved, too.

Week 7 — Staying Engaged with Learning

Home based Learning Tip:
Boys and girls equally need to learn to read and write, participate in skill building activities and have fun.

SEL Tip
There are many ways for boys and girls to build learning skills at home and have fun. Have your children
do activities together and learn from each other such as gardening or baking or cooking.

Week 8 — Family Engagement to Support Learning

Home based Learning Tip
Older siblings in families can be good role models and can help younger siblings with their lessons. This
also supports older sibling learning. Ask each child to read a story aloud to the family.

SEL Tip

During this time, helping your children and having them help one another strengthens the family and
helps children feel loved and secure.
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Week 9 - Support to Each Child

Home based Learning Tip
Set aside time each day to spend with each of your children. It is an opportunity to talk, share thoughts
and feelings, and helps your child to feel special.

If you have two more children to teach, seek help from other members of your home such as a
grandfather, aunt, uncle or older brother or sister.

SEL Tip

Suggestion: Your child has heard all sorts of information about coronavirus from the news and from
adults speaking at home. This can be frightening for some children. Give them the correct information
about the virus. Let them know that it’s temporary even though we do not know when it will stop
spreading. Remind your child that by staying and learning at home s/he is helping to keep other people
safe. Hopefully soon schools will re-open and they can meet their friends. Ask them to imagine going
back to school and to draw a picture or write some sentences (or both) of how they will feel on the first
day back at school with their friends.

Week 10 - Parent Self-Care

Home based Learning Tip
Remind parents that everyone feels stress, it is normal to feel stress and taking good care of oneself
through exercise, eating healthy and staying calm is important.

SEL Tip
If you want to help your children in their learning and with their mental health as their schools are
closed, you need to first take care of your mental health. Here are a few things you can do.

1. Have a routine for yourself that includes time for a personal break.

2. Do sports. There are many sports you can do at home. For example, “resmanbaze”.

3. When angry, go to the next room or your yard. Take deep breath, imagine yourself in a place you
like the most or with a person you like.

Week 11 —Learning Materials Found at Home or in Nature

Home based Learning Tip
You can find objects to be used for learning anywhere — even in your home. Here are some examples:

1. Practice spelling using names of family members and write stories about them

2. Draw a map of the rooms in your house or your garden

3. Use common objects to teach counting such as stone or flowers in the garden, beans, dates, or
dried fruit

SEL Tip
Nature is healing and it calms us down when we are worried, tired or sad. If you have a garden, spend
some time there. Invite your child(ren) to join you. Teach them the names of the different plants. Do
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some planting together and have your child(ren) care for the plants. You can even name a tree or a plant
after your child and tell him it is his/hers to water and love. Have him/her draw a picture of the plant
every week to keep a record of how it changes.

Week 12 —Praise with a Purpose to Reinforce Learning

Home based Learning Tip
Your child will learn a lot more if you praise him/her. Here are things you can say to praise your child

1. |seeyou worked hard on your lesson. Congratulations!

2. |like how you got all your work done without too many distractions. Good for you!
3. How do you feel when you are able to do your work all by yourself? Are you proud? | am proud
of you.

4. Did you do your best work today? How could you do better? | am glad you are able to see ways
that you can do better.

SEL Tip

When you praise children, it helps them to become caring, confident and capable. Practice praising as in
the examples above when you are together as a family. Praise should be connected to a specific action,
behavior or accomplishment. Everyone in the family can practice praising.

Week 13 - Perseverance / Sticking with learning through tough times

Home based Learning Tip

Accomplishing or finishing a task is important for building confidence and pride. Find ways to encourage
your child when he or she struggled, but did not give up. It is important for children to have strategies to
overcome challenges. For example: working through a difficult math problem; working independently to
understand new words; or completing a difficult writing exercise.

SEL Tip

You can help your child by modeling when you are figuring out a problem. Whether it’s cooking or
shopping, say these words aloud — “I can do this” or “I can figure this out” or “I can take a deep breath
and start again.”

When your child is struggling with a problem, remind him or her to say the same affirming words: “I can
do this” or “I can figure this out” or “l won’t give up.” Saying these kinds of statements, helps children’s
self-confidence and encourages them to problem solve and meet challenges.

Week 14 - Friendship

Home based Learning Tip
Every person wants to have at least one good friend. We try to find friends who are honest, patient,
moral, respectful, helpful, polite, positive and sincere. It is important to safely stay in contact with your
friends. Even though you are at home, you can:

e Draw a picture for him or her

e Call him or her on the phone
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o Write a story to share with him or her

SEL Tip
Here are some activities you can do with your child around friendship. Ask your child to:
e Describe your best friend using words.
e Draw a picture of your best friend. Write some sentences about the picture and why you like
your friend.
e Explain if your friend has some of these qualities — honest, patient, moral, respectful, polite,
positive or sincere? Do you have those qualities? How do you demonstrate them?

Week 15 - Reading and Story Telling

Home based Learning Tip

Read at least one story per day to your child. Reading stories help them know the sound of the words,
learn new words and improve their imagination. If you do not have many storybooks, re-reading the
same story reinforces your child’s reading skills.

If you don’t have children’s storybooks at home, tell stories you had heard from your own parents as a
child. Don’t worry if your child has heard the story before. Children don’t mind listening to the same
stories over and over again. Think of ways to change the story the next time you tell it. Ask your child to
listen carefully to see if they can ‘catch’ the change. This encourages good listening skills. As a parent,
you are your child’s favorite storyteller!

SEL Tip
Telling stories can help your child when s/he is sad, angry, or frustrated. Stories can reinforce when your
child is happy or successful.

Sometimes children have a difficult time saying “l am sad because...” or “l am angry because...”
However, some children find it easier to share their feelings through a toy or a prop. For example: your
child can put a sock on his/her hand and use it like a puppet. S/he can then express his/her feelings
through the puppet. Help your child express his/her feelings and talk about the feelings expressed in the
stories your child is reading.

Week 16 Reading and Writing — Foundational skills

Home based Learning Tip

Reading and writing is the foundation of all other learning — science, math, social studies and religion.
When you are helping your young children, it is important to pay attention to their reading and writing
lessons. Even if you cannot read, sitting with your child and having him/her read to you is important.
Make sure your child points to each word as s/he read it aloud.

Here are two reading/writing activities you can do with your child:
e Write the names of everyday objects found at home and label those objects
e Draw a picture and label the different parts of the picture

SEL Tip
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Learning how to read and write helps to build your child’s self-confidence. As children learn to read new
and challenging words, they have the opportunity to learn to deal with frustration and sticking with a
task.

Reading aloud to a child is an important part of developing language and reading skills. Don’t worry if
you make a mistake! Watching you repeat a sentence helps your child understand that it’s okay to make
mistakes." In fact, sometimes it’s good to make a mistake on purpose so you can model saying:

® | made a mistake; let’s see how | can “fix’ it
e | don’t understand what | read; let me go back and read it again

Week 17 — Oral Language Builds Literacy

Home based Learning Tip

You do not have to know how to read in order to help your child become a reader and a writer. Telling
stories, talking about your day, asking your child open-ended questions all contribute to his/her
acquisition of literacy. Here are some conversation starters:

Tell me about the best part of your day today? Why was it so?

How did you feel when you completed your homework? Were you frustrated? Happy? Explain.
Imagine you are a teacher and your class is very noisy. How would you get the students to listen
to you?

As your child talks to you, ask leading questions: Why? How did it make you feel? What would you do
next? Etc.

SEL Tip
Telling stories can enforce understanding one’s emotions. How do we show our emotions? We use our
faces; sometimes we smile (happy), or frown (sad or mad), or open our eyes wide (surprised). We can

use our voices; sometimes we shout (angry), or whisper (shy or timid), or laugh (happy), or scream
(afraid).

Have your child practice making faces that express emotions and using his/her voice to express how s/he
is feeling. When you are telling your child a story, do the same thing. Ask your child to tell you story not
just using words but by changing his/her facial expressions and tone of voice.

Week 18 — Building Memory Builds the Brain
Learning / SEL Activity

Memory Game

Age group: 6-11 years

Aim of the game: Memorize and recall all the things on a tray or in a bag
Resources: A large piece of cloth or tray with 8 medium to large things from around you, a big cloth to
cover the things.
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Preparation: Collect 8 things and put them on a big cloth or big tray
Place the bag in the middle where your child(ren) can see it.

How to play:

Place the cloth/tray with all the things in the middle of the circle.

Give your child(ren) 5 minutes to look into it and try to memorize everything inside it.

After 5 minutes, cover the things with the big cloth.

Give child(ren) 5 minutes to draw all the things. If s/he is able to write, s/he can write the
object’s names instead of drawing.

Each child has to make this list alone without help.

After 5 minutes, if you have more than one child playing, have them exchange their lists. If only
one child is play, s/he can check the list with your help.

Uncover the tray so your child(ren) can check the list against what is on the tray.

Ask children to clap for themselves for playing the game well.

Share the message of the game - “In this game, you practiced how to focus our attention on the
things and remember them in your heads. These skills sharpen your brains and help you learn
better.”

Ahmed Says or Amira Says

Age group: 6-11 years

How to play:

I. The facilitator is Ahmed or Amira

2. When Ahmed says, “Ahmed says...” (E.g. “Ahmed says tap your head”), your child(ren) have to
do what he/she says.

3. If Ahmed does not start the command with ‘Ahmed says...” (E.g. “Tap your head”) and players
do the action, they are out of the game and must sit down.

I Start slowly and then increase the speed of the commands.

4. If more than one child is playing — then the winner is the last one to not make an error.

5. Share the message of the game — “In this game you had to use your brain to focus on what
Ahmed was saying and do only the actions which began with “Ahmed says...” Practicing listening
carefully and focusing your attention is really good for the brain and makes you a better learner.”

Notes
® Change the name Ahmed’ to any other name as is appropriate. You can also alternate
between a boy’s and girl’s name.
® Adapt for older children by letting children become Ahmed for one round or a part of a round
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Week 19 — Controlling Emotions Helps Focus the Mind

Learning / SEL Activity
Here are activities that help children and adults practice thinking and manage their emotions and
behaviors in different situations.

Activity 1: Follow My Clap — Create a clapping pattern and have your child(ren) listen and repeat. Make it
more difficult with each new clap pattern. Give your child(ren) the chance to lead you with a clap
pattern. How many patterns can you come up with?

Activity 2: Loud or Quiet — Pick an action i.e. stomping feet or clapping hands or saying a word. When
you say ‘loud’, your child(ren) do the action loudly, when you say ‘quiet’, they do the action quietly. How
many different actions were you able to come up with?

Week 20 - Riddles and Jokes Build New Ways of Thinking

Learning / SEL Activity

Telling jokes or solving riddles are part of learning. They provide adults and children with the opportunity
to think ‘differently’, use words in different contexts and see how words can have different meanings,
stick with a solving a problem because it’s fun, and to laugh. Laughing is an effective way to relieve
stress.

Here are some riddles which you can use with your child(ren). Ask the question and let your child(ren)
try and figure it out. Maybe s/he can draw a picture or use objects to ‘act out’ the answer. If your child
gets very frustrated, help him/her to figure it out.

Riddle 1: A man started to town with a fox, a goose, and a sack of corn. He came to a stream which he
had to cross in a tiny boat. He could only take one across at a time. He could not leave the fox alone with
the goose or the goose alone with the corn. How did he get them all safely over the stream?

Provide the answer after your child tries to solve it: He took the goose over first and came back. Then,
he took the fox across and brought the goose back. Next, he took the corn over. He came back alone and
took the goose.

Riddle 2: How many times can you subtract the number two from the number fifty?
Answer: Once. After that you are subtracting it from 48.

Riddle 3: What belongs to you but is used more by others?
Answer: Your name

Riddle 4: A doctor and a boy were fishing. The boy was the doctor’s son, but the doctor was not the
boy’s father. Who was the doctor?
Answer: His mother

SEL Parent Tips - Pashto
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