
COVID-19: Solutions for 
pre-primary education

2 September 2020



1. Welcome and introductions — INEE and UNICEF

2. Topic overview — Joan Lombardi, Early Opportunities

3. Panel presentations with field examples

a. Makani Centers — UNICEF Jordan

b. Community-based ECE in Chad — iACT

c. COVID-19 response in Latin America — Sesame Workshop

d. Learning at home campaign and Learning Passport  — UNICEF 
Ukraine

e. Moderated discussion/Q&A

4. Guidance on reopening pre-primary learning spaces — Global Education 
Cluster

5. Moderated discussion/Q&A

Agenda































Little Ripples is refugee-led, child-centered, quality, and comprehensive 

play-based early childhood development and education model that 

supports the social, emotional, cognitive, and physical development.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jprW9q6V-0




“If the children are safe and having fun, then learning 
will happen.”



Teachers became frontline leaders

Being a Leader during Coronavirus: 
flyer

Staying Safe At Home: flyer

➢ Daily routine grounded in play
➢ 3 mindfulness/grounding activities
➢ “If your home is safe and fun, your 

children will learn and be happy.”

Family Visits: emphasized whole 
family wellbeing and engagement

 COVID-19 RESPONSE TOOLS



➢ Community members are your greatest asset

➢ Agency, voice, and ownership 

➢ Personally check in with your staff and encourage self-care

➢ Social and emotional learning and whole-family wellbeing must be a 

priority 

➢ If we can center safety and prioritize play, then learning will come. 

iACT LESSONS LEARNED



“I feel very comfortable and restful that my child goes 

to Little Ripples and receives knowledge and play. 

Before attending Little Ripples, he [Haphis] would do 

nothing in the morning. He did not get any preschool 

education. He would just sit alone at home while I 

worked...and did not like to share with others. Now 

he hugs people and he is much more sociable and 

sharing. He tells me about the songs and the games 

he does at school each day.” 

— Hawa, mother of Little Ripples student
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Sesame 
Workshop

Supporting learning at home in 
Latin America during the 

COVID-19 pandemic



Our mission is to help children 
grow smarter, stronger, and 
kinder.



Caring For Each Other is Sesame Workshop’s 
global commitment to support families, children 
and institutions throughout the COVID-19 health 
crisis with a broad variety of timely resources.

Cuidándonos Uno Al Otro in Latin America builds 
on Sésamo’s regional brand ubiquity and social 
impact programs to distribute content through 
partners’ platforms and Sésame’s innovative and 
impactful distribution mechanisms



March April May June   August  Sept. Oct.

-Education 
-Homeschooling
-Social 
distancing
-Protection and 
safety
-Face masks
-Managing 
emotions

Nov.    Dec. 

-Community and 
relationship
-Managing 
emotions

-Hand-washing 
and new 
behaviors
-Healthy habits
-Understanding  
COVID-19
-Emotions and 
coping 
 -New ways to 
say “hello”

-Social distancing
-Staying at home
-Playful learning 
at home
-Social-emotional 
well being
-Coping with 
change

-Heroes for 
health
-Face masks
-Maintaining 
healthy habits
-Mindfulness 
-Self care 

-Flexibility and 
adaptation 
-Children in hospitals
-Coping with ACE
-Managing stress and 
anxiety

- Empathy 
-Compassion
-Homeschooling
-Home activities
-Launch new website 
and app
-Sésamo resources for 
parents story
-Tour Sésamo
-Managing emotions

-Family first
-Preparing 
kids for 
success
-Managing 
emotions

-Practice 
gratitude
-Be kind
-Managing 
emotions

  July

We continue to respond to the pandemic and produce relevant content 
according to emerging needs in three priority areas:  

1. Healthy habits and behaviors 
2. Social-emotional support
3. Learning from home

*The content continues until the next year, and the themes are TBD, taking into account emerging needs. 

…*



Distribution of our content through our partners and Sésamo’s unique channels 
during the pandemic has reached over 44 million people in 14 countries in 

Latin America.

The Caring for Each content is distributed through the following 
platforms:
Partners (ministries of health, ministries of education, NGOs, etc):

- Television (public and private networks)
- WhatsApp 
- Websites
- Social media

Sésamo:
- YouTube
- WhatsApp 

- Groups
- Chatbot

- Website 
- Social media



 Television to bring educational content to children at scale 

In partnership with the Inter American Development Bank (IDB), we are distributing 1,291 episodes of our TV 
content in partnership with public and private broadcasters in the 14 countries in Latin America. This includes 
social impact TV series such as Pequeñas Aventureras, Monstruos en Red and Listos a Jugar, as well as our 
signature television series, Sésamo, amongst others.



 WhatsApp as a meaningful platform to reach families directly 

● WhatsApp Chatbot:  Sésamo has integrated its content into an automated chat response system to share a 
plethora of resources to even the most vulnerable of audiences. Once a phone number is registered, the service 
provides a menu of topics to receive messages from and feed appropriate responses.  Out of school learning 
resources include play activities, audio clips, ebooks, and more. 

● WhatsApp as a way to deepen TV educational content: TV episodes broadcasting in the region invite
 viewers to send a code to our WhatsApp Chatbot to receive related additional content to deepen the 
learning experience. 

● WhatsApp content bundles: We developed bundles of content, each consisting of a parent tips, 
at-home activity and video on different learning areas. These 
bundles are distributed regularly directly to families via Sésamo 
WhatsApp group in Spanish and Portuguese, and via our 
partners WhatsApp groups in the region, 

WhatsApp is regionally ubiquitous, relatively affordable and a core way to communicate 
and share media. 



Online platforms that offer content to children, caregivers and practitioners

● Our website (sesamo.com) offers free learning and fun resources to be used directly by children, 
caregivers and practitioners to support learning from home. 

● Our library of video content is available on YouTube.
● Social media provides a great opportunity to provide useful resources and tips to caregivers. 
● Digital resources are also shared with regional partners to be used on their own websites and 

social media. 



Jardín Sésamo: Classroom & Games In a Box through free hyper-local WIFI

● Mobile device penetration is high, but connectivity is 
expensive and unreliable. 

● Jardin Sésamo is a small plug-in device not connected to the 
internet that broadcasts Sésamo content over free local 
WIFI access. 

● Light end-user training and support materials enable service 
providers to download apps, videos, guides, and printables 
for free. 

● Parents and caregivers can freely browse support materials 
or download for later use. Children can browse a huge 
repository of fun and educational videos, games, and 
learning materials in a friendly and free digital space as they 
are on the move. 

● Operational costs are electricity and secure storage. 

Sésamo’s innovation to reach last mile and deliver trusted entertainment and educational 
content for kids while providing resources and training for caregivers and service providers.



 Our offer to partners in Latin America

Content to be distributed through their channels:

● WhatsApp content bundles
● Videos 
● Activity books
● Storybooks
● Infographics
● Home activities
● Caregivers’ guides 

Self-adoption (coming up soon): 
We offer our partners in the region the possibility implement our social 
impact programs. For this, we establish a partnership in which they would 
receive the program’s content along with online training opportunities (online 
courses and webinars).  Stay tuned!

Our initial offering will include:

● Healthy habits
● Financial empowerment for families 



34

Thank you!

Brenda Campos
brenda.campos@sesamelac.org 

mailto:brenda.campos@sesamelac.org


UNICEF Ukraine

#LearningAtHome activation













UNICEF Ukraine

Learning Passport Platform - ECE



• Videos, publication and 
guidance for parents and 
educators how to talk with 
children about the 
Covid-19, conduct 
development and 
interactive activities with 
them at home as well as the 
key hygiene practices

• Recommendations for 
parents on how 
self-support themselves

• Tips on how to return to 
preschool 

Materials to facilitate learning during the COVID-19



For Parents:

•Positive parenting during the Covid-19

https://ukraine.learningpassport.uni
cef.org/#/course/13/item/57

•How to talk with children about the 
COVID-19

https://ukraine.learningpassport.uni
cef.org/#/course/12/item/63

Home learning during the pandemics



For Children:

•Planet of Washing Hands

https://ukraine.learningpassport.uni
cef.org/#/course/26/item/145

•Relax for children at home

https://ukraine.learningpassport.uni
cef.org/#/course/13/item/62

Home learning during the COVID-19



The next stage - post-pandemics

Building 
relationship 
with children

Building 
relationship 
with adults

Managing 
self

Physical 
literacy

Safe 
behavior

Making a 
decision

Emotional 
competence

Speaking 
skills

Math 
literacy

Digital 
literacy

Creativity

Self-help 
skills

Civic 
skills

Self-identifica
tion

Eco-conscious

• Development of skills 
& competencies 
among children at 
home

• 20 animation videos
      
      one skill – 
      one video (1-2 min)

• Parents and 
educators will use 
the videos to 
facilitate child’s 
learning



 Mobile app to use resources offline



Thank you!!



Safe Back to School Guide:
Annex 7: Additional 

considerations for Early 
Learning Programmes (ELPs)

Focuses on three specific challenges:
●  Prevention of COVID-19 transmission
●  Small group learning
●  Home learning



Considerations for ELP Managers or Administrators:

•Prepare reopening plan with parents.

•Identify measures to improve the adult-child ratio for physical distancing.

•Ensure teachers are trained on positive classroom management, MHPSS, 

safeguarding, social-emotional learning, infection prevention, etc.

•Ensure that teachers do not feel pressured to catch up in literacy, 

numeracy as soon as the ELP reopens.

•Increase outdoor learning time because the risk of infection is lower 

outside, while ensuring standard safety measures are in place.

•Ensure staff are fairly compensated for the additional hours that will be 

spent working.



Considerations for ELP Staff:

● Divide the class into small groups for physical distancing.
● Organize materials into kits that can be used with small groups.
● Promote children’s wellbeing and social-emotional learning
● Use stories, songs and activities to promote good handwashing 

and respiratory hygiene
● Recognize young children may be experiencing psychosocial 

distress through changes in their behavior.
● Follow a regular schedule for contacting families about home 

learning.
● Identify and link caregivers in high distress to MHPSS.



Considerations for Parents and Caregivers:

● Ensure children do not bring items from home, unless 

necessary.

● Only one person drops and picks up the children.

● Support young children's learning and psychosocial 

wellbeing at home.

Considerations for future iterations:

● Guidance for under 3’s / childcare



Sample of Resources: 

● Available in Arabic, French, Spanish, Portuguese, and English 

● Early Learning Staff resources 

○ ES - Actividades de mindfulness para niños de 3 a 5 años, 

Hagamos Juguetes Divertidos

○ FR - COVIBOOK, Jouer a la Maison

● Parents and Caregivers resources

○ AR - عادات صحیة لألطفال , مرض فیروس كورونا (كوفید-19): ما الذي 

ینبغي أن یعرفھ اآلباء واألمھات
○ PORT - Guia Turma da Monica, FMCSV materiais para 

país/cuidadores

https://plan-international.org/publications/mindfulness-activities-young-children-times-covid-19
http://unicef.org/republicadominicana/juguetes_divertidos.pdf
https://660919d3-b85b-43c3-a3ad-3de6a9d37099.filesusr.com/ugd/64c685_7ad9668fc9a24cebaf57e1da4d36dfaa.pdf
https://inee.org/system/files/resources/Play_at_Home_Covid-19_Games_Packet_Version%20finale_Francaise.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/ar/%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%BA%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AA/%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLc4t1-K0ntht65OdCtDbEAiPqbP2d57Td
https://www.unicef.org/ar/%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%BA%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AA/%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7
https://www.unicef.org/ar/%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%BA%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AA/%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7
https://www.unicef.org/brazil/sites/unicef.org.brazil/files/2020-04/guia_corona_turma_monica_0.pdf
https://www.fmcsv.org.br/pt-BR/coronavirus/#paisecuidadores
https://www.fmcsv.org.br/pt-BR/coronavirus/#paisecuidadores


Questions?



www.inee.org/covid-19/webinars

Email: covid-19@inee.org

http://www.inee.org/covid-19/webinars
mailto:covid-19@inee.org

