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Alternative Education

Jordan (for Iraqi Refugee Education)

Name:  Rowan Salim
Position: (Formerly) Content and Teacher Development Coordinator 
Organization: Relief International
Location of program or policy implementation described in the case study: Jordan
Background 
Please include:

· Brief overview of the context in which you are/were working, highlighting key teaching and learning issues and experiences (two paragraphs maximum)
· Briefly describe how your program or policy addresses/addressed one or more of the Minimum Standards on Teaching and Learning: Curricula; Training; Instruction; Assessment (two paragraphs maximum)
· Background information about the education programme and/or policy described in the case study (two paragraphs maximum)
In August 2007, Jordan changed its policy to allow non-resident Iraqi ‘refugee’ children to attend public schools. However, many Iraqis had already been in the country for a few years and had missed several years of schooling. They therefore found it difficult integrating into Jordanian schools and catching up on missed education.

Several options were developed to help these students return to education.  One of these options was a home schooling program which would allow students to catch up on missed education through studying at home or at informal education centers and re-integrating into formal schooling.  However, the procedure to enroll in this program was vague and included only a small window of opportunity each year for registration. This meant that the program was not as widely used as it could have been.
•  What are some of the challenges you face in providing quality education and how have you overcome those challenges?

•  Please share any lessons learnt / outcomes / good practices resulting from this experience.

Ensure communication about new education initiatives is clear and accessible to different stakeholders including donors, implementing agencies, education authorities, schools, teachers, parents and students. This may mean that more than one communication strategy needs to be developed.
Due to the transient nature of some displaced communities, it can be more difficult for individuals and families to make long term plans and commitments. Ensure that education options offered take this into consideration by for example, allowing registration in education programs to take place throughout the year or at multiple times during the year; or by designing more flexible courses of different lengths.






Please send completed template to teachinglearning@ineesite.org

